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P r o t e s t a n t M i s s i o n s To d a y — A R e a s s e s s m e n t

1980: T H E N E E D F O R AW O R L D L E V E L C O N F E R E N C E O F M I S S I O N S

t a s k i s t h e c r u c i a l r o l eOne o f the key po in ts in our d iscuss ion o f the unfin ished,
of the mission agency whenever and wherever the churches want to lend their re-

to the task of reaching the 84 percent of non-Christians who are culturally
I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h e r e f o r e t h a t

s o u r c e s

d i s t a n t f r o m a n y e x i s t i n g C h r i s t i a n g r o u p ,
there a re many today who fee l tha t awor ld - leve l con ference o f a l l known miss ion
agencies would have many benefits. But since, as we have seen, mission agencies
have by now in history-due to their very successes—become extensively converted
over into church-helping organizations, i t is well to think through more technical ly
p rec ise ly wha t agenc ies shou ld be inv i ted .

The idea now being d iscussed arose specifical ly when i t was proposed by the out¬
going president of the (American) Association of Professors of Mission, Luther
Copeland, at the June meeting in 1972. The writer seconded Copeland's proposal
i n t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r i n a b r i e f p a p e r. M e a n w h i l e , t w o e x c e e d i n g l y i m p o r t a n t c o n ¬
ferences had taken p lace in the in tervening December (1972) . At Bangkok the former
In ternat iona l Miss ionary Counci l , now rest ructed as the Commiss ion on Wor ld Miss ion
and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, met with only 8percent of its
part icipants representing mission societies (Glasser, 1977). In Chicago acon¬
sul tat ion on the theme "The Gospel and Front ier Peoples" drew together 97 people,
a l l o f them represent ing miss ion agenc ies rang ing f rom the most conservat ive
evangelical mission agencies to Roman Catholic missions. Then, the following year,
at the t ime of the 1974 APM meet ing, but unre la ted to i t , acomplete ly ad hoc group
of twenty-four hammered out the following "Call":

It is suggested that aWorld Missionary Conference be convened in 1980
to con f ron t con tempora ry I ssues in Chr i s t i an wor ld m iss ions . The con¬
fe rence shou ld be cons t i tu ted by persons commi t ted to c ross -cu l tu ra l
m iss ions , b road ly rep resen ta t i ve o f t he m iss iona ry agenc ies o f t he
v a r i o u s C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n s o n a w o r l d b a s i s .

Ade ta i l ed ana l ys i s o f t h i s was g i ven by t he au tho r i n t he Ap r i l i s sue o f M i ss i o l ogy
last year (Winter, 1976,"1980 and that Certain Elite"),
d e t a i l s a r e g i v e n a s w e l l a s a b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s o f t h e c h a i n o f e v e n t s w h i c h
spans the distance between the earlier World Missionary Conference in 1910 and the
p r e s e n t . B u i l d i n g o n t h a t a r t i c l e , f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n t o o k p l a c e a t s l a c k m o m e n t s
i n t h e 1 9 7 6 m e e t i n g s o f t h e A S M a n d t h e A P M .

I n t h a t a r t i c l e m a n y m o r e

T h e s e d i s c u s s i o n s i n d i c a t e d t h a t , f o r o n e t h i n g , t h a t a r t i c l e f a i l e d t o m a k e c l e a r
t h a t b o t h i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l a n d d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n a g e n c i e s w o u l d b e e l i g i b l e .
Amuch larger mat ter o f concern revolved around the quest ion of whether agencies
work ing exc lus ive ly among Chr is t ians would be inv i ted. They had not been in 1910,
a n d t h i s w a s a b o n e o f c o n t e n t i o n i n 1 9 1 0 a s w e l l . I n v i e w o f 1 ) t h e m a s s i v e n u m ¬
b e r s o f n o n - C h r i s t i a n s w h e r e t h e r e i s r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e f o c u s o f a t t e n t i o n , a n d
2) the mass ive ly la rge a t ten t ion be ing g iven today, as we have seen, to in te rchurch
aid and the E-0 evangel ism of nominal Chr is t ians, i t does seem obvious that the

1 .



m u c h l a r g e r t a s k r e a c h i n g n o n - C h r i s t l a n s — e x p e c l a l l y t h e 8 4 p e r c e n t b e y o n d t h e
r e a c h o f n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n s — s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y h a v e t o p p r i o r i t y i n b o t h t h e a g e n d a
o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e a n d i n t h e m a k e - u p o f t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s .
unwise to d iscourage the a t tendance o f representa t ives o f those miss ion agenc ies
n o t p r e s e n t l y i n v o l v e d p r i m a r i l y i n r e a c h i n g n o n - C h r i s t i a n s , b u t i n s u c h a c a s e
i t s e e m s r e a s o n a b l e a t l e a s t t o r e q u i r e t h a t s u c h o u t r e a c h b e a s u b s t a n t i a l i n t e r e s t
a n d / o r a p l a n n e d a c t i v i t y .

I t w o u l d n o d o u b t b e

A s e c o n d c o n c e r n h a s b e e n e x p r e s s e d i n s e v e r a l q u a r t e r s a b o u t t h e f e a s i b i l i t y
o f a m e e t i n g o n t h e w o r l d l e v e l b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r a s w i d e a s p e c t r u m a s a c t u a l l y
a t t e n d e d t h e C h l c a t o c o n s u l t a t i o n , t h a t i s , i n c l u d i n g R o m a n C a t h o l i c s , f o r e x a m p l e .
A ^ r e a t d e a l o f l i g h t w a s s h e d o n t h i s m a t t e r w h e n t h e e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e d o f
t h e A s i a M i s s i o n s A s s o c i a t i o n d i s c u s s e d t h e 1 9 8 0 p r o p o s a l a t H o n g K o n g i n S e p t e m b e r
o f las t year. We conf ronted the fac t tha t the meet ing a t Wheaton Col lege where
T H E C A L L w a s d r a f t e d i n c l u d e d s o m e R o m a n C a t h o l i c s , w h o a l s o s i g n e d t h e c a l l .
A f t e r a l o n g d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t t h e m a t t e r o f a c r e e d t h a t w o u l d a f f e c t w h o c o u l d
or could not come, the fo l lowing statement was formulated and approved along wi th
t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t o a l l m e m b e r s o f t h e A s i a M i s s i o n s A s s o c i a t i o n t h a t t h e y
ser ious ly invo lve themse lves in the de l ibe ra t ions tha t wou ld lead up to such a
m e e t i n g .

S T A T E M E N T O F P U R P O S E

W e , t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e o r g a n i z i n g c o m m i t t e e , s h a l l n o t p r e s u m e t o w r i t e
a c r e e d o r a c o n f e s s i o n t h a t w i l l a d e q u a t e l y e x p r e s s t h e p a r t i c u l a r p e r s p e c ¬
t i v e o f e a c h p a r t i c i p a t i n g m i s s i o n a g e n c y . W e a r e , f u r t h e r m o r e , a w a r e t h a t
s o m e g r o u p s r e j e c t a l l c r e e d s , h o l d i n g t h e B i b l e i t s e l f t o b e t h e o n l y a d e ¬
q u a t e e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e i r f a i t h .

W e d o , h o w e v e r , b e l i e v e i t i s w e l l t h a t w e e x p r e s s o u r d i s a p p r o v a l o f c e r ¬
t a i n c o n t e m p o r a r y t r e n d s a w a y f r o m m i s s i o n s B i b i c a l l y u n d e r s t o o d . I t i s
c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e c o n c e n s u s o f t h i s c o m m i t t e e t h a t a l l p a r t i c i p a t i n g g r o u p s
m u s t a c k n o w l e d g e a n d w h o l e h e a r t e d l y d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e f o l l o w ¬
i n g p o s i t i o n s :

1 ) T h e b e l i e f t h a t B i b l i c a l m i s s i o n s c a n b e c o n d u c t e d w i t h o u t u t t e r
c o n fi d e n c e i n t h e B i b l e a s t h e s o l e a n d u l t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y ;

2 ) T h e b e l i e f t h a t t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e a d h e r e n t s o f a n y r e l i g i o n
wha tsoever, Chr i s t i an o r non-Chr i s t i an , can be cons ide red adequa te l y
a n d e f f e c t i v e l y s a l v i fi c a p a r t f r o m a p e r s o n a l a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f
J e s u s C h r i s t a s L o r d a n d S a v i o r .

No te tha t th i s i s no t the s ta tement o f the As ia M iss ions Assoc ia t ion , no r even
t h e s t a t e m e n t o f a 1 9 8 0 o r g a n i z i n g c o m m i t t e e , s i n c e a s u f fi c i e n t n u m b e r o f
missions have not yet stepped forward to form such acommittee. This is simply
adraft of astatement of purpose which after discussion seemed acceptable
t o t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e A M A e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e a n d t o t h e w r i t e r a s t h e s o r t
of thing that could be recommended to afuture organizing committee, grappling
as that committe will be forced to, inevitably, with the twin perils of present
mission thinking—the denial of Biblical authority and the tendency to uni-
v e r s a l i s m . At that same meeting in Hong Kong, it was also suggested that agen¬
cies to be Invited would have to fulfill at least the following minimum re¬
quirements: 1 ) t h a t t h e y h a v e a b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s , 2 ) t h a t t h e i r fi n a n c i a l



r e c o r d s b e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c , 3 ) t h a t t h e y s u p e r v i s e , n o t j u s t s u p p o r t ,
m i s s i o n a r i e s , 4 ) t h a t t h e y h a v e a t l e a s t fi v e m i s s i o n a r i e s l a b o r i n g i n a n o t h e r
culture (not necessari ly foreign country), or ( i f asmaller number) at least
twe lve combined years o f superv ised fie ld exper ience .

Agreat many other discussions have taken place, too numerous to mention. One
response to my article last year (Winter 1976) is aspecial pleasure to report,
coming as it does from the most eminent living apologist, outside the Roman
C a t h o l i c t r a d i t i o n , f o r t h e s t r a t e g i c r o l e o f t h e d e c e n t r a l i z e d , v o l u n t a r y
m i s s i o n s o c i e t y . M a x W a r r e n :

L e t m e s a y a t o n c e t h a t I a m s u r e
A n d i t s

I h a v e j u s t r e a d y o u r a r t i c l e ,
t he ho ld i ng o f such acon fe rence w i l l be mos t t ime l y,
who le concep t i s r igh t (War ren , 1976) .

Warren goes on in his letter to underscore the need, 1) for the substantial
presence of non-Western leaders able and willing to promote missions, not just
Westerners, and 2) for cross-cultural missions within the Western world to
be considered equally valid, both emphases being most acceptable.

More recently, the Liebenzell Mission of Germany, which had earlier offered
i t s f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e w o r l d l e v e l 1 9 8 0 c o n f e r e n c e , h a s n o w f o r m u l a t e d a

of technical questions which need concrete answers before intelligent
There is not space here to go in to these quest ions

s e r i e s

preparations can be made,
nor fu r ther de ta i ls about such aconference s ince our purpose has been mere ly
to i l l us t ra te one o f the impor tan t s teps wh ich seems c lear ly to be necessary
if the great unfinished task is going to be directly confronted by the all-
important agency structures which represent the initiative in the vast, vital
m i s s i o n a r y e n t e r p r i s e a t t h i s m o m e n t i n h i s t o r y. I t i s s a f e t o s a y t h a t
such _a conference cannot succeed unless the heads of si number of mission
agenc ies move shor t ly to gather in the appropr ia te ad hoc fash ion to make
the essen t ia l p lans . Many o the r wor ld - leve l mee t ings - , a re a l ready p lanned ' fo r
the year 1980, some representing church traditions (e.g., Salvation Army,
R e s t o r a t i o n Tr a d i t i o n , e t c . ) , o t h e r s r e p r e s e n t i n g o t h e r s p h e r e s , s o m e i n f a v o r
o f ana r rower mee t ing pe rhaps consc ious l y re jec t i ng the p roposa l be ing d i s¬
c u s s e d h e r e .

However, this proposal does not suggest that abroad meeting like 1910 is
the only kind of. meeting that is necessary, nor that regional meetings of
pure ly m iss ion agenc ies— l i ke the Ch icago Consu l ta t ion in 1972—are undes i rab le
B u t h o w c a n A s i a n a n d A f r i c a n m i s s i o n l e a d e r s t a k e t h e i r p l a c e s a l o n g s i d e
W e s t e r n m i s s i o n l e a d e r s e x c e p t a t a w o r l d - l e v e l c o n f e r e n c e ?

I t d o e s n o t h a v e t o b e a b i g c o n f e r e n c e . T h e r e a r e n o t a l a r g e n u m b e r o f
m i s s i o n a g e n c i e s i n t h e w o r l d . T h e y w i l l n o t a l l w i s h t o a t t e n d . L e a d e r s
a r e a l w a y s f e w e r t h a n f o l l o w e r s .

T h e g r e a t v a l u e o fI t d o e s n o t h a v e t o b e a c o s t l y o r e l a b o r a t e c o n f e r e n c e ,
aplace like Bad Liebenzell in Germany (besires being the headquarters of



Europe 's l a rges t P ro tes tan t send ing m iss ion—one tha t s tands square ly i n the
l i n e a g e o f H u d s o n Ta y l o r ) i s t h a t i t i s v i r t u a l l y t h e g l o b a l a i r - t r a v e l c e n t e r
o f g r a v i t y. S u c h a s i t e w o u l d a l l o w t h e v a r i o u s " s p h e r e s " a t t e n d i n g t o

l e v e l " a l l t r a v e l c o s t s i f t h e y w i s h e d s o t h a t t h o s e f r o m t h e f u r t h e s t d i s ¬
t a n c e w o u l d p a y n o m o r e t h a n t h o s e w h o c o m e f r o m n e a r b y. O r m a n y s o c i e t i e s
m i g h t b e w i l l i n g t o " a d o p t " t h e t r a v e l c o s t s o f a d e l e g a t e f r o m a n A s l a n m i s s i o n
s o c i e t y . T h e L i e b e n z e l l m i s s i o n i s e x p e r t w i t h t e n t s i n c a s e t h e c o n f e r e n c e
s h o u l d o v e r fl o w t h e i r a l r e a d y s p a c i o u s f a c i l i t i e s , a n d t h e r e a r e l i k e l y n o
g u e s t s t h a t w o u l d b e l e s s l i k e l y t o c o m p l a i n a b o u t s p e c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s t h a n
t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f m i s s i o n s o c i e t i e s . T h i s c a n b e a v e r y e c o n o m i c a l c o n ¬
f e r e n c e .

t T

T h e 1 9 1 0 c o n f e r e n c e w a s o r g a n i z e d i n t w o y e a r s ,
o u g h t t o a l l o w u s t o d o a s w e l l i n t h e t w o a n d o n e - h a l f y e a r s t h a t r e m a i n ,

O u r s u p e r i o r c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

B u t t h e l a r g e s t o b s t a c l e i s i n o u r o w n h e a r t s . S o m e h o w C h r i s t i a n s a r o u n d t h e
w o r l d n e e d u r g e n t l y t o r e g a i n t h e p i o n e e r m e n t a l i t y o f t h e e a r l y m i s s i o n a r y
m o v e m e n t . O u r s u c c e s s e s h a v e c l o u d e d o u r e y e s a n d d i v e r t e d o u r e n e r g i e s t o
many o the r good th ings . The unfin ished task i s more nea r l y fin i shed today
t h a n e v e r . I n 1 9 1 0 A s i a n s n o t C h r i s t i a n o u t - n u m b e r e d A s i a n C h r i s t i a n s 7 5
t o o n e . T o d a y , o n l y 2 1 t o o n e . B u t t h e u n fi n i s h e d t a s k i s s t i l l u n fi n i s h e d .


